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Welcome to the spotlight on Media and Film. You only have to switch on the TV 
or look at a smart phone to see the immense power of the Media to influence the 
public. In Media Studies we discuss this on a weekly basis and these debates inform 
teaching and learning throughout the courses of study. 

Media Studies

Year 9 in their first term of Media we have been exploring the way in which Media Language is used to convey meaning to 

an audience. The challenge here, is to recognise the way in which Media Language is a wider palette of expression than 

written or spoken word. The pupils have then applied this Media Language to a range of different products and creative 

pieces. 

MEDIA & FILM 
STUDIES

Cont. Over
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In Year 10 we have been analysing a range of Media Products 

and considering the way in which these impact on the viewer. 

We see that representation of groups and people is key to 

grasping these concepts. In addition to prepare for the Non-

Exam Assessment of the GCSE we are also practising our 

photography skills. Recently we have been considering light 

and the process of editing to create impact. 

Cont. Over
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Year 11 pupils have been working hard on their final Course 

Work submissions recreating a magazine front page and 

double-page spread in addition to revising for their Mock 

Exam. As Head of Department I get to work intensely with 

pupils leading up to exams and it is a joy to see the hard 

work and commitment that Woldgate pupils put in to their 

studies. Each and every pupil I have worked with this term has 

embodied the core principals of merit, character and value. I 

am proud of their efforts and look forward to our second NEA 

day and additional revision sessions in the coming months.

Film Studies

Film Studies is an exciting and innovative exploration in to the world 

of film. In our first term Sixth Form students have been studying the 

history film from Buster Keaton and Nosferatu to Captain Fantastic 

and Blade Runner. Their laser-like focus has been considering the 

cinematography and performance aspects of film and the way in 

which these contribute to the audience’s emotional reactions to 

cinema. We can all remember our reactions to a favourite film, and it 

is a special pleasure to see the young men and women of Woldgate 

delighting in their first forays in to film. In addition to their studies the 

Media and Film Ambassadors are also offering a weekly Film Club. 
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I do hope you had a wonderful Christmas and I would like to wish you a happy New 
Year.

It has been wonderful this week to return from the Christmas holidays and to once again see our children quickly settling 

back into school, working hard and being completely focused in lessons. School has felt very calm and purposeful. 

I’m truly looking forward, as the term progresses, to spending more time in lessons to see exceptional teaching and to join 

our children and support them with their learning. It has, even this week, as we’ve settled quickly into the new term, been a 

joy to see our children truly engrossed in their learning – it is a true privilege to see high quality teaching, detailed planned 

and fully resourced lessons, delivered with real passion and enthusiasm. Last term, I also had the privilege and joy of looking 

through hundreds of children’s books to see the teaching of the curriculum, the quality of their work and written responses, 

plus the dialogue with their teacher. As with visiting lessons – you truly do gain a glimpse of the academic diet of our 

children each week and the vast breath of study across all of the different subject disciplines.

We are very grateful to our parents who have though their careful and thoughtful actions, sought to ensure their child, 

should they be displaying symptoms (as outlined on the NHS website), are accessing testing at a prescribed national NHS 

Test and Trace Centre. Lateral flow tests, twice per week also help to identify children who are asymptomatic (showing no 

symptoms of COVID-19) but maybe infectious. 

Colleagues, who have volunteered to create and run a COVID-19 testing site on the school site have, once again, done 

a tremendous job of helping to test a large number of our children while ensuring a high degree of efficacy within the 

process. 

Keeping our children, colleagues and families safe, remains our priority alongside maintaining a high standard of education 

for our children. We are, like many parents, very concerned about the impact of further disruption this term and will do all 

we can to provide the pastoral care, support and academic challenge you would expect. Your support in this matter, by 

being cautious and continuing to consider the health of other children, colleagues and families, will be critical in keeping all 

safe and in education.

Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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Key Dates

Spring Term 2022

Tuesday 4 January –  
Thursday 17 February

Monday 28 February –  
Friday 8 April

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April –  
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday –  
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June –  
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Friday 18 February 2022

Monday 25 July 2022

Finally, just a reminder that if you do wish to contact the school, then please 

telephone, email or text your child’s Care and Achievement Coordinator, 

rather than approaching a teacher or seeking to go through reception. Our 

coordinators will keep a call log, liaise and follow up with any colleague 

in school or your child, any query you may wish to be resolved or any 

success you’d like to share. They know you child and will welcome your 

communication. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Headteacher

Year 9 — REMINDER
Dear Parents/Carers of Year 9 pupils

If you would like your child to receive the Diphtheria/
Tetanus/Polio & Meningitis ACWY vaccine in school please 

follow this link to complete an online consent form:

https://www.nhsimms.uk/TDIPVACWY/
information?Id=143588&Type=TDIPVACWY

The vaccinations will take place at your child’s school on 
Monday 31st January 2022. The link will close on Sunday 

16th January 2022.

If your child has already had the DTP or MenACWY vaccine or 
you have already completed the form online please disregard 

this message. 

If you have any problems accessing the link or would like to 
provide consent verbally please telephone 0333 358 3397 

Option 9 then Option 2.

Kind regards 
Avril Charlton

Newsletter
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Ms Minton writes:

I hope that everyone had an enjoyable and happy Christmas with 
family and friends and that our Lower School pupils are rested and 

ready for the new term ahead.

Lower 
School

We finished last term on such a high and I want to say a huge thank you for all the many 

donations that were brought in for our Pocklington People’s Pantry Appeal. Myself and 

Mrs Carlill took two tightly packed car-loads of donations across to the Pantry during 

the last week of term. I was simply astounded at the generosity of our Lower School 

pupils and their families. The Pocklington Pantry were also hugely grateful for all our 

donations:

As another busy year draws to a close, we would like to say a massive 

thank you to everyone who has supported us during 2021

Your generous donations, be that of food or money, have made it possible 

for us to support individuals and families in our communities who have 

needed help in order to be able to feed themselves and their families.

A huge thank you also to all our wonderful volunteers.

An extra big thank you to our winning forms who brought in the most donations – you 

are all superstars!!

7BER and 8ECW

A quick reminder to our Year 6 pupils that our Festive Photography Competition is still 

open! See details below and get your entries in by the end of this weekend to be in 

with a chance to win a prize. Nicole from Wilberfoss Primary School and Eleanor from 

Stamford Bridge Primary School were both awarded with their Amazon Kindle Fires 

before Christmas after being pulled out of our Open Evening Prize Draw. Well done girls 

and happy reading!!

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School
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Year 6 Festive 
Photography 
Competition

Calling all you budding Year 6 photographers!

We are running an exciting competition where you can showcase 
your photography talents!

There are three categories in which you can enter and you can 
submit more than one photo in each.

A Christmas Carol:  
Scrooge found a love of Christmas in the 

end! Take a photo that shows what the 

festive season means to you.

Winter Wonderland:  
Fog, frost or freezing days! You could take 

a landscape shot or a close-up to enter this 

category.

Christmas Curiosities:  
Family traditions, quirky decorations and 

stunning celebratory food! Share a picture of 

your own Christmas customs.

Please ask your Parents/Carers to tweet your 
entries. Please tag the @WoldTransition Twitter 
account with #woldgatephotocomp2021 and 
the category. 

Alternatively, email transition@woldgate.net

The Transition Team will judge each 
category and the winners will receive 

a selection of goodies from our 
Woldgate School Reward Shop. Good 

luck everyone! We are eager to see 
your photographic masterpieces!

Closing date – 9th January 2022
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Mrs Atkinson writes:

We really do hope that you have had time to rest, reset and celebrate 
the beginning of the New Year with your loved ones. As we begin the 

year, in relation to COVID-19, we can only continue to do our best to keep 
ourselves safe and well. We once again ask for your support with this and that we 
start the year by following the routines embedded in the last term and any new 
expectations we ask of you. 

The end of the year saw several 

of our pupils being celebrated 

for having achieved the highest 

number of Rewards for Great Merit, 

Character and Value. These pupils 

were invited to our ‘Breakfast for 

Champions’. We also celebrated 

with our pupils who have used 

GCSEPod as a revision tool in 

preparation for the Mock Exams. 

Please note that pupils in Year 9 

and especially those in Year 10, can 

access GCSEPod – they just need 

to register on the site. 

As well as GCSEPod, our Year 11s 

prepared Mind Maps and Revision 

Cards to aid their revision and you 

can find some excellent examples 

Upper 
School

Cont. Over
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below. I would like to express our pride in 

the way the Year 11s conducted themselves 

during the Mocks. They were calm as 

they entered the exam rooms and as they 

prepared during lesson time. They knew 

what to expect, they said, because they had 

their first practice examination in June. This 

helped them to plan better since they had 

found where they had gone wrong and were 

therefore able to adapt their style of revision. 

In the coming weeks, we will publish the 

new timetable for the Woldgate Tutorials. 

We aim to focus on a specific subject each 

week and attendance at these sessions will 

be highly recommended. We have less than 

15 school weeks to prepare for the exams in 

the Summer. Between now and then, internal 

assessments will show progress made in each 

area of study and support us in finding and 

closing gaps in knowledge. We will be here 

with you every step of the way so be present 

and give of your best each day. 

Mrs I Atkinson:  
Head of Upper School
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Miss Smith writes:

January is often seen as a period of new beginnings and, for me, this 
January marks a significant new beginning as I join Woldgate School as 

Head of Sixth Form. I am delighted to be provided with this opportunity to wish you 
and your family a happy new year and to introduce myself. 

I am joining the Woldgate staff team having taught in Hull 

for over 13 years and having acted as Head of English, at 

a large secondary school, for the previous six years. I am 

very privileged to be joining the Woldgate community, this 

holds real significance to me as I am returning to Woldgate 

as a staff member, having previously attended Woldgate as 

a student. Personally, I have many fond memories of my 

Woldgate Sixth Form experience; I look forward to ensuring 

that all students within our community feel supported 

academically and pastorally, leave us with fond memories 

and are well prepared for the next stage of their lives. 

As I join Woldgate, I hope that our Year 12 students now feel 

well settled into their studies and that our Year 13 students 

feel well prepared for the challenges of the coming months. I 

am sure I won’t be the first staff member to iterate to students 

and parents how quickly Year 12 and 13 pass. Although this 

sentiment may seem a little cliché, it is very true. Therefore, 

I would urge you to take the opportunity over the next week 

to discuss with your child their current progress, next steps 

and to discuss their revision strategies and schedule. Student 

wellbeing is crucial to everything we do at Woldgate and 

experience demonstrates that students who commence 

revision at an early stage feel better prepared academically 

and emotionally for the challenges of Sixth Form. 

It would be prudent at this time to remind all members of our 

community that the UCAS deadline of Friday 21st January is 

fast approaching, I will ensure that any Year 13 students who 

still need to complete their application are supported over 

the coming days. However, if you have any queries regarding 

UCAS please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

At Woldgate we hold high expectations of all members 

of our Sixth Form community; we expect our students 

to demonstrate dedication to their studies in addition to 

contributing to the school community as role models for 

our younger students. We also know that at times young 

people may find their Sixth Form studies challenging and 

we are committed to working to ensure that all our young 

people can excel. Therefore, should you have any concerns 

or queries please do get in touch. 

Miss K Smith 

Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Deciding how much ‘screen time’ is appropriate for children can be 
difficult for parents, particularly as children are spending an increasing 

amount of their leisure time online or playing computer games.  We have therefore 
included some advice and guidance for parents to help you support your child in 
maintaining healthy levels of screen time.

1. Remember that not all screen time is the same

Not all online activities are equal: doing something creative or learning new skills are both very different from mindless 

scrolling on social media. 

2.  How long should kids spend online per day?

That said, most parents will want to set some kind of limit. The ‘Goldilocks theory’ put forward by academics from 

Oxford and Cardiff universities suggests that a certain level of screen time can be beneficial, helping children develop 

their creativity and build their communication skills.  Around 1 to 2 hours daily during the week and a bit longer at 

the weekends is considered ‘just right’ for teens - after that the benefits gradually taper off, and the negative effects 

increase.

3.  Boundaries really do work if you stick to them

The important thing is to get your child involved in the process so that they understand why you’re setting limits. Be very 

clear about your reasons and ask them what they think - getting buy-in at this stage will really help to avoid arguments 

later on. Remember that teens might need to spend longer online to complete their homework.

Cont. Over
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Once you’ve agreed on the limits, 

stick to them! It’s always tempting to 

give up in the face of pester power 

or teenage sulks, but it will get easier 

every time you stick to your guns. 

Honestly.

4.  Look out for signs that screen time 

is having a negative effect

Keep an eye on how your child’s 

screen time may be affecting other 

areas of their life. If they’re spending 

time with friends and getting enough 

sleep and exercise, then it’s likely that 

they already have a healthy balance. 

Talk to your child about what they’re 

doing online and get them to think 

about how it makes them feel when 

they spend time doing these things.

5.   Have quality family screen time 

together

Although it is good to set aside time 

when the family is not using screens 

- outdoor activities, chats at meal 

times, day trips at the weekend -  this 

doesn’t mean that you can’t also get 

involved in using screens together. 

If you know that your child enjoys 

playing games online, organise a 

family gaming night or let them plan 

something for the whole family to 

get stuck into.

If you would like more information, 
or would like support, please do 
contact Mr Sloman (Designated 
Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Wright 
(Deputy Designated Safeguarding 
Lead).

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement

Attendance 

challenge
Thank you for your ongoing support with attendance. We do understand 

that pupils get ill and that Covid continues to disrupt some of our pupils’ 

education. Following pupil voice, we agreed it was important to bring in prize 

draws to help to encourage and acknowledge improvements to attendance 

and to celebrate 100% attendance achievers. 

We have a duty to prepare our pupils and students for the ‘outside world’ 

and get them ready for further education and employment. In assemblies we 

have gone through the importance of good attendance in all areas including 

school and work places. We shared some examples of business and work 

policies regarding attendance. 

All pupils who attended every day for the two weeks before the end of term 

was entered into a prize draw. 

We also had a prize draw for any pupil who had achieved 100% attendance 

since September. We appreciate your efforts. Well done to our winners. Look 

out for more prize draws soon! 

Talia and Lola – Year 7 Alex – Year 8 

Woldgate’s Teaching Assistants 

We would like to welcome two new Teaching Assistants who have joined the 

SEN department this term.  Mr Jones and Mrs Kestemont are looking forward 

to meeting our wonderful pupils and students and bring with them a wealth 

of experience. 
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Enrichment
Enrichment sessions start again next week. There are some adjustments for the offer from the PE department (see table 

below) but all other enrichment sessions will continue to run as they did last term. There is no need to re-sign up again and 

we look forward to seeing you all. 

Please note there are no late buses on Mondays. There are late buses on Wednesdays for the B1, H1, and D1 services only.

Thank you

Mr Trevaskiss

Time What What What What

Monday 3:00 – 4:00pm

Fitness Suite

Years 9–11

Mr Rees

Table Tennis

All Years

Mr Clarke

Netball

Year 7

Mrs Painter

Netball

Year 8

Miss Wilkinson

Wednesday 3:00 – 4:00pm

Netball

Years 11–13

Miss Wilkinson

Rugby

Years 7–8

Mr Rees

Dance

All Years

Mrs McDaid

Fitness Suite

Years 9–11 Girls

Mrs Dearing

Physical Education – Extra Curricular Calendar

What do I do if I want to join a 

club?

Just turn up to the sports hall on 

the day of your club to meet your 

member of staff with your PE kit.

When do the clubs start?

All clubs will start the week 

commencing 10th January

How do I get home from the club?

It is your responsibility to organise 

a way home with your parent/

carer.
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Technology 

Enrichment Club
Fancy yourself as a bit of an 80’s Retro gamer?

Why not come to the Technology Enrichment Club where we will be designing and making an 80’s Retro Pinball Game!

We will be looking at using the laser and workshop tools and equipment to help design and manufacture a self-designed 

Pinball Game.

What theme you will choose? Who will you make it for?

Brief: Design and 
make a wooden 
pinball game for 
a target market
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 136,974

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

72,770VALUE 14,143

CHARACTER 8,649

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

51,713 53,356

53,288

45,79847,689
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Rosie Anderton

Year 8:  Lylia Harrison

Year 9:  Thomas Durkin

Year 10: Eleanor Taylor

Year 11: Chris Young

Year 12: Shane Moffett

Year 13: Ffion Jones

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Jacob Dickson

Year 8:  Aimee Hyde

Year 9:  Jake Naylor

Year 10: Dylan Winfield

Year 11: Charlie Benson

Year 12: Sula Heseltine

Year 13: Ciara Goodwin

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Harvey Webster

Year 8:  Jack Benson

Year 9:  Jakob Hesmondhalgh

Year 10: Oliver Newton

Year 11: Charlie-Rose Linder

Year 12: Freddie Hara

Year 13: Aimee Harper

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs L Cavanagh

07790 987139

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright 

07790 987007 

cwright@woldgate.net
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